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THE  OVERSTRUCK  1568  4-GRASIS 


In  the  collection  of  the  Halzekas 
Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture  in  Chi- 
cago is  a very  unusual  Lithuanian  co- 
in which  not  only  is  of  interest  to 
Litnuanian  collectors,  but  to  colle- 
ctors of  Lkitch  numismatics  as  well: 

It  is  a Lithuanian  I568  4-Grasis  coin 
wnich  nas  been  overstruck  at  the  Her- 
derwijk,  Celderland  province  mint,  in 
what  is  now  the  Netherlands. 

The  "new"  design  euid  value  is  a 
Lutch  doit  dated  1720.  Lhown  on  the 
obverse  is  a four-line  inscription, 

"L  CLL  «I  aL,"  found  above  the  mint 
privy  marK,  a small  goose.  The  over- 
stamp  is  struck  in  the  seime  position 
vertically  to  the  bust  of  Lithuanian 
Grand  Duke  digisraund  August,  who  ru- 
led from  1544  to  1572. 

The  reverse  bears  a crowned  coat 
of  arms  showing  two  lions  rampant , 
and  the  inscription  legend:  "IN  Dno 
dp  NOl."  Kuler  of  the  Kingdom  of  the 
Netherlands  from  1815  to  l84o  was 
William  1.  The  overstriking  on  the 
reverse  is  in  exactly  the  same  pos- 
ition as  the  obverse,  if  you  would 
turn  the  coin  from  side  to  side. 

Tnis  makes  it  "upside  down"  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Lithuauiiem  reverse  design 
underneath. 

It  is  theorized  that  the  Dutch  coin 
was  overstruck  not  to  circulate  as  an 
actual  coin,  but  to  test  the  die  of 
the  1720  coin.  It  probably  was  presen- 
ted to  someone  as  part  of  a New  Year's 
custom  of  overstriking  coins  with  the 
new  year's  dies. 

The  coin  was  obtained  by  the  Museum 
in  1967»  although  it's  existence  was 
no  surprise,  and  had  been  documented 
previously.  Tne  Dutch  Numismatic  «<uar- 
terly,  "De  Geuzenpjenning  [The  Beggars 
Medal], " in  its  Usmuary,  19^7  issue 
reported  it's  existence  in  an  article 
entitled,  "An  Interesting  Overstrike," 
written  by  Matthew  J.  van  der  Voort. 
Tnis  article  translates: 

"The  existence  of  certain  overst- 
ruck coins  is  not  per  se  an  extremely 


By  Frank  Passic,  Numismatic  Curator, 
Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture 


Lithuanian  I568  4-Grasis,  overstruck  with  a Dutch 
1720  Doit.  Notice  the  bust  of  Sigisraund  August  in 
the  background. 


rare  occurrence  in  numismatics.  Mostly  then,  coins  are 
concerned  which  for  a specific  monetary  or  political 
reason,  or  a combination  of  both  factors,  were  overst- 
ruck on  pieces  of  a previous  issue,  often  in  another 
denomination  or  an  overstrike  of  the  bust  of  a ruler 
on  the  coins  of  his  predecessor.  Thei’e  are  plenty  of 
examples  of  this  type  of  overstruck  coins,  I only  men- 
tion Brazil  and  in  particular  Russia,  which  practiced 
this  around  the  second  part  of  the  l8th  century  on  a 
large  scale.  For  example,  see  the  rubles  of  Ivan  III 
and  the  5 kopecks  of  1759* 

However,  once  in  a while  we  see  an  overstruck  coin 
which  does  not  fit  into  the  above  mentioned  scheme.  No 
monetary  or  political  motivations  were  involved,  but  to 
try  tne  dies,  a coin  was  struck  on  another  one  inciden- 
tally at  hand  and  as  nearly  as  possible  of  the  same  dia- 
meter. Hereunder  are  reproduced  in  real  size  the  obver- 
se and  the  reverse  of  the  Lithuanian  com  of  1560  and 


Continued  on  page  2... 
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2.  OVERSTRIKE 

- ^ ■ r-  . » - 

• -*  «••• 

i : of  l;;e  over- 

r ,-rr.  ...v,  f.ic*:  loth 

vt  t .»•*  orvt-rsei  and  rev- 

exact.  . Coe  .;ct.:e  direc- 

Ci,.  . C .ic--l..e  ti.aania:;  revtrbe 

in  relation  to 

...  »-iCo^v.i.i_a:i  oDvci'&e.j,  proves 
.a  c ir  ^jii  CiucL  nave  beer,  str- 
awft  vO  u coii:  i-ress.  Otneruls-e  it 


^tcn  revei'se  : tne  ^.-itnuanj  an 
decd^ri  underneath  is  upside  down, 
i^otice  tne  doluinns  of  Gediminas 
e.:.t]em  on  the  left. 

would  be  ir.coiiCeivable  that  no  di- 
vergence in  tne  position  of  obverse 
and  reverse  of  botn  shOL-ld  have  oc- 
curred. To  snow  tne  aate  1^68  on 
tne  original  coin  more  clearly  1 
n.ive  tne  enlargements  prai:ted  in 
reverse  dij-ections. " 

ihe  r.umi  si;.at  ic  cclutm,  "The  Coin 
solJector"  by  aicnara  i-icl  . Cabeen, 
re^i..rted  in  tiie  Cnicago  paper,  July 
‘■j,  I'^y  issue  about  tne  halzekas 
hu.jeur,'' ' c acquisition  of  the  coin. 

Tne  com  is  currently  on  exJii- 
oit  at  tiie  nevs  nuseum,  t>^GC  u. 
i j-a.Lr.i,  in  tne  nurasmatic  room. 

sj.tnuunian  l—grasis  coins  were 
minted  in  Vilnius  from  through 

I'ycj,  ana  wei^ned  an  average  of 

gn.  , witn  a diamater  of  ?4  mit. 
ftG  ei.cuura^e  r«^abe*s*  cor.i.  ents 
ao'.t  tn^s  unusual  overstruck 
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Lithuania's  saga  begins 


illustrated  above  is  the  front  cover  of  tne  ivovember  lO, 
l^o6  issue  of  .vorld  Coin  News,  featuring  a x-itnuanian  iy2k 
10  Litq  banknote  obverse  with  Vytautas  the  Great,  and  on  the 
right,  a denar  issued  by  Vytautas  from  Vilnius  during  his 
reign. 

kie  begin  this  issue  on  page  h a reprint  of  LNa  member  Kich- 
ael  T.  ohutterly's  article  surveying  Lithuanian  numismatics. 
This  appeared  in  v.CN  in  November  and  December,  special  thanks 
to  Clifford  Mishler  for  giving  us  permission  to  rejrint  this. 

Those  interested  in  subscribing  to  >'«orld  Coin  News 
a year,  weekly  publication)  may  write:  .vorld  Coin  News,  Kraus 
publications,  lola,  wl  54990.  Mention  The  Knight  wnen  writing 


Of  Tnt,  KlNTiI,  ay  frank  iubsic,  nlbion,  Kichigain 

PICKS  1922  TEMPORARY  BANKNOTE, 5 LITAI 


^1.  t«i  X 
X ick-o 

i^atea:  ieptecioer  Ci^ugaejo)  10, 

^i^e : It^O  X 65  mm. 
i^oior:  iirown 

aerial  letters  (red):  a,  a,  C,  C,  D 
AaterinaTK:  ovals 

The  ir-6  5 tiitai  banknote  was 
tne  nighest  denomination  of  the  so- 
caliea  "iemporaiy"  i-itnuanian  bank- 
notes, printed  by  Otto  nlsner  prin- 
ters in  r'erJin,  Oermany,  during  the 
nectic  days  of  oeptetnber,  19^2.  Tnis 
wan  before  the  hank  of  Lithuania  was 
organized,  and  so  the  notes  were  or- 
dert-a  by  the  Ministry  of  Finance, 

Trade,  ana  Industry. 

Aden  tiie  Jeiman  Ostmarks  (Lith: 
auksinas)  depreciated  in  value,  the 
j-itnuanian  litas  was  formed  to  rep- 
lace it.  it  seemed  strange  that  some- 
thing costing  l,0u0  auksinas'  before 
would  only  cost  5 litas'  afterwards. 

OBVnrion;  The  text  states,  "Lie- 
tuvos  nanko  laikinaisis  banknotas; 
IristaSiusiara  nietuvos  hankas  keiSia 
j,  litus,  5 penki  litai;  Kaunas,  1922 
m.  rugsego  10  d.  Lietuvos  n^nkas. 
lerdirbimas  :^statymu  baudziamas." 
Translation:  Temporary  nanknote  of 
the  iia.,k  of  Lithuania.  The  Bank  of 
Lithuania  wila.  exchange  into  litas' 
to  the  Holder  ^ litas'.  Kaunas  1922 
year,  September  10th  day.  Bank  of 
Lithuania.  Counterfeiting  is  punish- 
able by  law. 

The  notes  carry  the  mechanically 
produced  facsimile  signatures  of: 

Fetrulis,  Lulskis,  I.  o’azdauskas." 
Vytautas  Petrulis  served  as  Minister 
of  Finance,  Trade,  and  Industry  at 
the  time  of  the  introduction  of  the 
Litas  on  October  1,  1922.  He  was  new 
at  that  post,  since  he  replaced  Jonas 
LobkeviSius  on  oeptember  21,  1922. 
Juozas  Oulskis  was  Jirector  of  the  Fi- 
nance department,  and  was  later  demo- 
ted from  the  ranks  of  higher  officials 
and  became  the  chief  of  a postal  zone. 
Ipolitas  Jazdauskas  was  ranking  inspe- 
ctor of  Credit  Bureaus  and  Cooperatives 
Inspection  Unit. 

The  paper  carries  a watermark 
consisting  of  ovals,  the  same  as  found 
on  the  "temppreiry"  50  cent4  note,  which 
according  to  rlatbeLTzdis,  was  proauced 
by  ocnaeuffelen,  in  lleilbronn,  Cer- 
many . 


MKTlMtt  MNKO  LUhlMASIS  ji^NKNOTAScS 


KLVBiLjn:  The  reverse  design  features  a large 
Vytis  emblem  in  the  center.  To  the  left  under  the 
large  numeral  "5"  appears  "Lerija  in  red.  Oppo- 
site it  on  the  right  appears  the  serial  number, 

"ir.  xxxxxx  " (6  digits,  in  red).  Found  tnroughout 
the  note  arl  printed  security  designs.  However,  this 
still  didn't  stop  some  counterfeiters.  This  autnor  has 
seen  a counterfeit  5 Litai  note  in  a collection  of 
a prominent  Li«A  member.  It's  lettering  and  background 
designs  tire  somewhat  broken,  ^nd  the  reverse  center 
horizontal  brown  "strip"  containing  the  serial  number, 
etc.  is  somewhat  flat. 

TRnNJo:  Don't  expiect  to  pick  one  of  these  up  at 
your  local  world  coin  dealer.  This  is  one  of  the 
scarcest  circulation  Lithuanian  banknotes  to  obtain, 
in  any  condition.  The  latest  Pick  book  lists  the  fol- 
lowing trends:  VG:  70;  VF;  150;  UNC:  325 • These  pri- 
ces are  too  low.  This  writer  has  never  seen  ore  off- 
ered for  sale;  even  he  doesn't  have  one!  Fortunate  are 
those  LNA  members  who  do  own  one,  most  likely  those 
who  have  collected  for  many  years  and  obtained  one  in 
the  1950's  from  Litnuanian  exiles. 


Lithuania 


Part  I:  Early  rulers  and  the 
country’s  first  coins 


By  Michael  T.  Shutterly 

The  magic  of  coins  lies  in  what  they 
can  tell  us  about  the  people  who  use 
them.  The  choices  a society  makes  in 
deciding  what  designs  and  inscriptions 
will  appear  on  its  coins  or  the  metals 
the  coins  will  contain  tells  much  about 
that  society’s  history,  social  structure, 
economics,  cultural  level  and  moral 
values.  This  is  particularly  true  with 
the  coins  of  Lithuania;  as  Lithuanian 
society  developed  over  the  centuries,  its 
money  system  kept  pace,  faithfully  rec- 
ording the  advances  and  declines  of  the 
Lithuanian  people  and  their  role  in 
world  affairs. 

When  the  Lithuanians  first  began  to 
ua«  “money,"  they  made  do  with  many 
itams  besides  coins,  including  spear- 
hemdt.  axes,  furs,  and  silver  and  bronze 


necklaces.  The  form  of  money  for  which 
the  early  Lithuanians  were  best  known 
was  amber  (a  fossilized  pine  resin  which, 
for  thousands  of  years,  has  been  used  in 
jewelry);  the  ancient  Romans  knew  the 
Lithuanians  and  the  other  Baltic  peo- 
ples as  the  Aestii,  and  prized  the  beauty 
of  the  amber  which  found  its  way  to 
Rome. 

Another  form  of  money  the  early 
Lithuanians  used  consisted  of  silver 
sticks  cut  to  different  lengths  depending 
on  value.  These  sticks  were  ailed  Kapaa, 
from  a Lithuanian  word  meaning  “cut” 
or  “chop.”  At  their  highest  level  of 
development,  there  were  two  forms  of 
kapas:  the  short  kapa  weighed  about 
100  grams  (or  a bit  more  than  three  troy 
ounces),  and  the  long  kapa  weighed 
about  200  grams. 

The  origins  of  the  kapa  are  lost  in  the 


historical  mists,  but  by  the  10th  cen- 
tury many  of  Lithuania’s  neighbors  in 
Eastern  Europe  were  using  kapas  in 
their  own  economies.  Lithuania  used 
the  kapa  as  a monetary  unit  until  the 
IGOOs,  and  in  some  parts  of  Lithuania 
the  kapa  continued  to  be  used  as  a unit 
of  dry  measure  (much  like  English 
pounds)  until  the  20th  century. 

When  Lithuanians  first  began  to  use 
coins  regularly,  they  were  content  to  use 
the  coins  of  their  neighbors  rather  than 
mint  their  own. 

In  about  1296,  King  Wenceslaus  II  of 
Bohemia  began  minting  a large  silver 
coin  in  imitation  of  similar  coins  issued 
successfully  by  France  (St.  Louis’  gros 
tournois),  by  several  of  the  Italian  city- 
states  (the  grosso)  and  by  England 
(Edward  I’s  groat).  Wenceslaus’  coin 
was  the  Prager  grosh,  which  took  its 
name  from  Bohemia’s  capital  city,  Pra- 
gue, where  it  was  minted;  “grosh”  comes 
from  the  Latin  grossus  and  refers  to  the 
large  size  of  the  coin.  The  Prager  grosh 
was  immediately  successful  in  Eastern 
Europe,  and  soon  found  its  way  into  the 
Lithuanian  economy,  where  60  Prager 
groshes  were  equal  in  value  to  one  long 
kapa. 

The  earliest  Prager  grosh  contained 
about  3.66  grams  of  .938  fine  silver 
(about  60  percent  of  the  silver  in  a 
Standing  Liberty  quarter),  but  the  qual- 
ity of  the  coin  soon  deteriorated.  John 
the  Blind,  who  reigned  as  King  of  Bohe- 
mia from  1310  to  1346,  reduced  the  sil- 
ver in  the  Prager  grosh  to  .880  fine;  his 
son  Charles,  who  also  reigned  as  Holy 
Roman  Emperor  Charles  IV,  reduced 
the  weight  of  the  coin  to  3.3  grams,  and 
debased  it  to  .825  fine  silver.  This  dete- 
rioration in  quality  continued  until  Fer- 
dinand I ceased  minting  the  Prager 
grosh  in  about  1547;  by  that  time,  the 
coin  weighed  less  than  3.0  grams  and 
the  metal  was  generally  less  than  50 
percent  pure  silver. 

The  obverse  of  John  the  Blind’s 
Prager  grosh  shows  a double-tailed  lion 
rampant,  with  the  inscription 
*GROSSI:  PRAGENSES.  The  reverse 
shows  a crown  within  two  circles;  the 
inscription  between  the  circles  is 
* JOHANNES:  PRIMUS  (“John  the 
First”),  and  the  inscription  outside  the 
second  circle  is  +DEI:GRATIA:REX:: 
BOE  MIE  (“By  the  Grace  of  God,  King 
of  Bohemia”). 

Interestingly,  although  more  than 
four  centuries  have  passed  since  the  last 
Prager  grosh  was  minted,  both  Czechos- 
lovakia (which  includes  historic  Bohe- 
mia within  its  borders)  and  Luxem- 
bourg (the  original  home  of  John  the 
Blind)  still  use  the  double-tailed  lion  on 
their  coins. 

The  medieval  Lithuanians  also  used 
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the  coins  of  their  eastern  Tartar  neigh- 
bors. Because  the  Oriental  inscriptions 
on  these  coins  were  unfamiliar  and 
indecipherable  to  most  Lithuanians,  the 
Lithuanian  customs  officials  counter- 
stamped  the  coins  to  show  their  value 
and  legal-tender  status. 

By  1200,  the  Lithuanians  and  the 
other  Baltic  peoples  were  the  only 
pagans  left  in  Europe,  all  of  the  other 
European  nations  by  that  time  having 
accepted  Christianity  (there  were  scat- 
terings of  Jews  and  Moslems  in  some 
areas).  As  a result,  the  Balts  fell  under 
constant  attack  from  the  Teutonic 
Knights,  who  sought  to  convert  the 
Balts  to  Christianity. 

The  Teutonic  Knights  were  the  suc- 
cessors of  the  Knights  of  the  Hospital  of 
St.  Mary  of  the  Teutons  in  Jerusalem, 
an  order  of  knighthood  which  was 
founded  in  about  1099  during  the  First 
Crusade.  The  knights’  original  mission 


tal  of  Vilnius  for  five  weeks,  nearly 
burning  it  to  the  ground.  John  the  Blind 
was  another  of  the  many  famous  knights 
who  joined  the  crusade. 

By  1300,  the  Teutonic  Knights  had 
conquered  or  exterminated  all  of  the 
Baltic  peoples  except  for  the  Lithuani- 
ans, who  continued  to  worship  their 
pagan  gods  as  they  pleased.  During  the 
14th  century,  through  a combination  of 
diplomacy  and  effective  military  action 
in  response  to  the  attacks  by  the  Teu- 
tonic Knights,  the  Lithuanians  were 
able  to  change  what  had  begun  for  them 
as  a battle  for  national  survival  into  the 
conquest  of  all  of  Eastern  Europe 
between  the  Baltic  and  the  Black  Seas. 

Gediminas,  Grand  Duke  of  Lithuania 
from  1316-1341,  was  the  first  major 
ruler  of  Lithuania’s  conquering  dynasty, 
and  expanded  Lithuania  far  beyond  its 
traditional  ethnic  boundaries.  After  his 
death,  his  sons  Algirdas  and  Kestutis 
carried  on  his  work  of  internal  consoli- 
dation and  foreign  expansion.  In  about 


Czechoslovakia 
(left)  and  Luxem- 
bourg. 


was  to  care  for  sick  and  injured  pilgrims 
and  Crusaders  in  Palestine,  but  in  1190- 
1191,  during  the  Third  Crusade,  they 
reorganized  themselves  as  a military 
order  of  crusading  knights. 

The  knights  soon  recognized  that 
they  would  not  be.  al^le  to  liberate  the 
Holy  Land  from  the  Turks,  and  they 
began  to  look  for  other  ways  to  spend 
their  time.  In  1226,  at  the  suggestion  of 
the  Holy  Roman  Emperor  Frederick  II, 
they  abandoned  their  mission  in  Pales- 
tine and  refocused  their  crusading 
efforts  on  Northern  Europe. 

While  many  of  the  Knights  were  the 
younger  sons  of  Germetny’s  lower  nobil- 
ity, who  joined  the  Baltic  Crusade  prl- 
miarly  with  the  hope  of  acquiring  land, 
the  crusade  also  drew  adventurers  from 
elsewhere  In  Europe.  Henry  of  Lancas- 
ter, who  in  1399  became  King  Henry  IV 
of  England,  fought  in  the  crusnde  in 
1390,  when  he  and  his  colleagues  unsuc- 
cessfully besieged  the  Lithuanian  capi- 


1360, the  brothers  minted  the  first  Lith- 
uanian coins. 

Algirdas,  the  senior  of  the  two  broth- 
ers, ruled  over  the  expanding  eastern 
portion  of  Lithuania  from  his  capital  at 
Vilnius.  Most  of  his  subjects  were  Slavs 
rather  than  ethnic  Lithuanians,  and  he 
marked  the  obverses  of  his  coins  with 
the  Slavonic  word  pechat,  meaning 
“seal  of  the  ruler.’’ 

The  reverses  of  Algirdas’  coins  bore  a 
spearhead  and  a Greek  cross.  The 
spearhead  is  the  oldest  knowm  Lithua- 
nian coat  of  arms;  the  early  Lithuanians 
had  also  used  it  as  a form  of  iponcy.  The 
Greek  cross  symbolized  pagan  Lithua- 
nia’s religious  tolerance.  The  Lithuani- 
ans granted  full  freedom  of  worship  to 
all  of  their  people;  while  many  Euro- 
pean countries  were  then  expelling 
Jews,  the  Lithuanians  (and  the  Poles) 
welcomed  the  Jewish  exiles,  and  even- 
tually established  large  Jewish  com- 
munities. 

The  Lithuanians  called  Algirdas' 


coins  pinigai,  meaning  "money’’  or 
“coins.”  Each  pinigas  contained  about 
one  gram  of  .900  fine  silver  (less  than 
half  the  silver  in  a Mercury  dime),  and 
was  approximately  equal  to  one  small 
kapa. 

Kestutis  ruled  the  ethnically  Lithua- 
nian portion  of  the  realm  from  hie  capi- 
tal at  Trakai.  The  obverse  of  his  coins 
showed  the  columns  (or  gates)  of  Gedi- 
minas, a device  which  Gediminas  may 
have  used  as  hie  personal  coat  of  arms. 
The  reverse  showed  the  Vytis,  which 
later  became  the  official  Lithuanian 
coat  of  arms. 

The  Vytis  depicts  a mounted  Lithua- 
nian knight  galloping  to  the  left,  hold- 
ing an  upraised  sword  and  carrying  a 
shield;  after  the  Lithuanians  accepted 
Christianity,  the  shield  was  modified  to 
include  a six-armed  cross.  During  the 
Russian  occupation  of  Lithuania  (1795- 
1915),  the  Vytis  symbolized  the  Lithua- 
nian fight  for  freedom  from  Russian 
rule;  after  the  USSR  invaded  Lithuania 
in  1940,  the  Soviet  government  banned 
its  use,  calling  it  a symbol  of  feudalism. 

Kestutis’  coins  generally  contained 
about  0.5  gram  of  .500-fine  silver,  a bit 
more  than  one-fourth  of  the  silver  con- 
tent of  Algirdas’  coins.  The  Lithuanians 
called  these  coins  pinigeliai,  a diminu- 
tive form  of  pinigai  which  means,  in 
effect,  “little  money.” 

Kestutis  marked  some  of  his  coins 
with  the  Roman  numeral  X to  indicate 
that  10  of  them  were  equal  in  value  to 
one  Prager  grosh.  Because  of  this,  the 
Western  Europeans  called  the  coins 
denars  (from  the  Latin  word  for  10),  a 
name  which  harks  back  to  the  Roman 
denarius,  which  had  also  been  marked 
at  times  with  an  X (to  indicate  that  it 
was  equal  in  value  to  10  Roman  as 
coins). 

After  Algirdas  died  in  about  1377,  his 
son  Jogaila  succeeded  to  his  throne.  At 
first,  Jogaila  continued  issuing  his 
father’s  pechat  coins,  but  by  1384  he 
was  issuing  his  own  coins,  which  con- 
tained about  0.35  gram  of  .500  fine  sil- 
ver. 

From  1377  to  1392,  Jogaila  and  Kes- 
tutis’ son,  Vytautas  (known  as  Vytautas 
the  Great),  fought  for  control  of  Lithua- 
nia. Kestutis  and  Algirdas  had  hoped 
that  their  sons  would  rule  together,  as 
they  themselves  had  done,  but  Jogaila 
sought  supremacy  after  Algirdis  died.  In 
1382,  Jogaila,  by  a ruse,  captured  and 
imprisoned  Kestutis  and  Vytautas;  Kes- 
tutis died  in  prison,  probably  murdered 
by  Jogaila’s  men,  while  Vytautas  man- 
aged to  escape  and  continue  the  contest. 

In  about  1385,  Vytautas  began  issuing 
coins  in  the  areas  of  Lithuania  under 
his  control.  His  coins  were  similar  to  his 
father’s,  but  bore  Vytautas’  initial  "V.” 

(LITHUANIA,  Next  Page) 
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twice  the  silver  content  of  Jogaila’s 


As  the  Lithuanian  empire  expanded  (map 
below  adapted  from  the  Encyclopedia 
Brittanica),  coins  appeared,  first  from 
Algirdas  (half  grasis,  left),  then  Kestutis 
(denar,  below)  and  finally  Vytautas  (“V” 
denar  with  “L”  mint  mark,  lower  left). 


LITHUANIA 

(From  Page  26) 


Vytautas  minted  these  coins  in  the  town 
of  Lutsk,  and  some  of  them  bear  an  “L” 
mint  mark.  Some  of  the  coins  also  bear 
the  Roman  numeral  II  to  indicate  that 
they  were  equivalent  in  value  to  two- 
tenths  of  a Prager  grosh;  the  doubling  in 
value  of  the  Lithuanian  denar  relative 
to  the  Prager  grosh  (Kestutis’  coins 
were  valued  at  only  one-tenth  of  a 
Prager  grosh)  shows  the  extent  of  the 
deterioration  of  the  Prager  grosh  in  just 
one  generation. 

During  the  course  of  the  struggle 
between  Vytautas  and  Jogaila,  Vytautas 
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turned  for  assistance  to  the  Teutonic 
Knights.  With  their  help,  he  conquered 
Lithuania,  giving  Jogaila  second 
thoughts.  After  several  false  starts, 
Jogaila  and  Vytautas  were  reconciled  in 
1392;  thereafter,  the  cousins  ruled  well 
and  wisely  together,  as  their  fathers  had 

dona. 

In  1392,  as  part  of  the  reconcilation, 
Vytautas  began  to  mint  coins  similar  to 
Jogaila’s;  by  1395,  he  was  marking  them 
with  his  initial.  He  also  began  issuing 
separate  coins  of  his  own  with  the  Vytis 
on  the  obverse  and  a shield  with  the 
Lithuanian  six-armed  cross  on  the 
reverse.  These  coins  contained  about 
.600  gram  of  .750  fine  silver,  more  than 


coins. 

In  Smolensk,  an  ancient  and  impor- 
tant city  of  Kievan  Rus’  which  Vytautas 
captured  for  Lithuania,  Vytautas  issued 
coins  of  the  traditional  Slavic  type 
called  puls.  The  obverses  of  these  coins 
depict  a bird  perched  on  a cannon 
(Smolensk’s  coat  of  arms),  while  the 
reverses  identified  the  coins’  denomina- 
tion and  mint  with  the  three-line  Cyril- 
lic inscription  PUL  SMOL  ENS.  The 
puls  were  made  of  copper,  and  appear  to 
have  been  valued  at  one-tenth  of  a silver 
denar. 

The  coins  issued  by  Vytautas,  Kes- 
tutis and  Jogaila  are  not  particularly 
common,  but  they  are  also  not  particu- 
larly expensive,  generally  being  avail- 
able in  collectible  condition  for  less  than 
$50.  Collectors  should,  however,  beware 
of  counterfeits  which  have  come  onto 


the  market  during  the  past  10  or  15 
years.  Counterfeit  denars  are  generally 
distinguishable  as  being  too  good;  the 
bead  design  along  the  edges  is  too  sym- 
metrical and  too  complete.  Also,  the 
flans  of  the  genuine  coins  are  so  thin 
that  the  obverse  image  often  shows 
through  on  the  reverse,  and  vice  versa, 
while  the  counterfeits  are  usually  clearly 
struck  on  thick  flans.  Occasionally, 
counterfeit  denars  have  also  been  found 
struck  in  gold,  but  all  genuine  denars 
were  struck  in  silver.  ■ 
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SHILLINGS  AND  THEIR 
BY:  STASYS  JANUSONIS 


1 

LDK  OLIVOS  PINIGV  KALYKLOS  ATASKAITA 

1663  m.  licpos  19.  d. — lapkrifio  10  d. 

Originalas  — N’ezinomas. 

Vuora.fos  — Ataskaila  skclbiama  is  dvicjij  nuorasij.  iteiklii  minetosios  kalyklos  kontro- 
lieriaus  ir  raStininko  LDK  2eiii(\s  iido  raStininko  Kazimiero  Montaiito 
VarSuvos  seimo  „Kvotos“  koinisijos  komisaiams  1667  m.  kovo  26  d.: 
a)  Bibl.  Czartor.,  2736,  s.  163;  b)  UHB  AH  YCCP,  I 5953,  1.  396. 

Publikacija  — Neskelbta  ir  nepanaudota  literaturoje. 


Summariusz  Funtow  miedzi  y pienipdzy,  wybilycii  w Mcniiicy  \V"X"L'’ 
in  anno  1663  w Oliwie 


Wybito  przez  tydzien 

ut  infra 

Kolenskich 
funtow  Nr. 

Facit  Pieniadze 
ZlP-«  ‘ 

I A die  19  July  ad  diem 

26  eiusdem 

1 162 

4 645 

2 A die  26  July  ad 

2 August! 

1 659 

6 636- » 

3 A die  2 August!  ad 

9 eiusdem 

2 286 

9 144 

4 A die  9 August!  ad 

16  eiusdem 

2 196 

8 784 

5 A die  16  August!  ad 

23  eiusdem 

3 042 

1 1 883  26-'-- 

6 A die  23  August!  ad* 

30  eiusdem 

4 062 

15  435  18 

7 A die  30  August!  ad  . 

6 Septembris 

c 509 

20  934  6 

8 A die  6 Septembris  ad 

13  eiusdem 

5 276 

20  048  24 

9 A die  13  Septembris  ad 

20  eiusdem 

7213 

27  409  12 

10  A die  20  Septembris  ad 

27  eiusdem 

6 776 

25  748  24 

11  A die  27  Septembris  ad 

4 Octobris 

5 876 

21  ,545  10 

12  A die  4 Octobris  ad 

1 1 eiusdem 

7 784 

29  838  20 

13  A die  1 1 Octobris  ad 

18  eiusdem 

10  484 

42  069  10 

14  A die  18  Octobris  ad 

25  eiusdem 

12  497 

48  362  14 

15  A die  25  Octobris  ad 

1 Nouembris 

1 4 656 

57  833  3 

16  A die  I Nouembris  ad 

8 eiusdem 

16  818 

68  ,584  2,; 

Diebus  8.9,10.  Nouembris  przez  trzy  dni  wybito  [unlow 

10  304 

41  484  24 

Summa  wybitych  miedzi  funtow  Kolenskich,  kloremi  przez  wszytek  czas  w Oliwie  ro- 

biono-'*  czyni  Nr.  1 1 7 600 

Z tych 

wedlug  proby  codzienney  raz  Izeyszemi,  drugi  raz  cifzszemi  oplatkami  wybito  pieni^dzy 

ZIP  4 60  39  1 :6« 

Transportando  Kolenskie  funty 

na  Krakowskie,  w Krakowski  funi 

rachuiqc  lotow 

32.  A Kolenski  funt,  wedlug  czynioney  proby  w Mennicy 

Wilcnskiey, 

<ladac  nad  Kra- 

kowski  funt  cigzszy  lotow  Nr.  4—. 

Czyni  z pomienionych  Kolenskich  funtow  Nr.  117  600. 

Krakowskich  funtow  Nr.  135  516  : lott  20. 

Od  P“  Montowta  podany  A" 

1667  die  26  Marty  przy  Rachunkach  Skarbowych"' 

tekste  b — nera;  tekste  a — 4636;  tekste  b — nera  visos  graSiij  grafos; 

tekste  b — nera;  e — turi  buti  — 460  389:6;  tekste  b — nera  sio  sakinio. 


[rte  now  begin  the  mint  summary  charts  which  were 
included  at  tne  end  of  the  article.  In  addition 
to  Lithuanian  language  (translated  into  a-nglish 
by  Val  Matelis),  we  would  like  to  thank  LNa 
members  Lucian  Chojecki  and  ndwaird  L.  Muszynski 
of  Micnigan  for  translating  the  tolish  sections 
into  nnglish.  Other  portions,  as  can  be  seen, 
are  in  natin, 

although  the  Polish  to  Lnglish  translation 
may  be  a bit  choppy,  remember  this  is  a tech- 
nical report,  and  not  a smooth  reading  novel. 

If  any  other  LNa  member  would  like  to  tackle 
this,  we  would  welcome  your  help.] 


1. 

SLTTLLMnNT  I'Ok  Tiic.  Jk/JiL 
OF  LlTdUANlA  OLIVm  KuNi,/  MINT 
July  19  to  November  10,  I663. 
Original — unknown 
Copy — Tnis  settlement  is  publis- 
hed from  two  copies,  presented  to 
the  Comptroller  of  the  cited  mint 
and  to  the  oecretary  of  the  3.^1 
National  Treasury,  Casimir  Mont- 
autas,  at  the  warsaw  Congress, 
and  to  its  "Kvota"  Committee  com- 
misars,  on  March  26,  166? • 

Publication — Not  published  and 
not  used  in  the  literature. 

[Polish  section]  .nummary  in  po- 
unds of  bronze ^money  struck  in 
the  mint  W XaL  in  the  year  I663 
in  Oliva. 

Minted  in  one  week  (Info.);  Ko- 
lenski  pounds  No.;  Face  Money 
Value . 

[Chart  months  in  Latin] 

[Polish  resumes  at  bottom] 
Diebus  8/9/10.  Numbers  struck  in 
5 days  pounds. 

Summary  struck  bronze  pounds 
Kolenski's  which  thru  all  time  at 
Oliva  mint  represents  Nf,.  117  6OO. 

From  this  try  on  every  day  ac- 
count produced — struck  money  heav- 
y or  light  ZIP  460  591.  6®. 

Transportanto  Kolenski's  pounds 
in  Cracow  or  Cracow  pound  counting 
(kotow)  32.  A Kolenski  pound  acco- 
rding to  the  test  at  Vilnius  mint 
putting  on  Cracow's  pound  heavier 
(kotow)  Nr.  4 7/8  equals  to  Kole- 
nski's pounds  Nr.  117  6CX).  ^ra- 
cow's  pounds  Nr.  135  518:  Lott  20. 

Kecorded  in  Treasury  a I667 
day  26,  reports. 

THL  KNIGHT,  Volume  9 No.  4,  Issue  Number  52. 

The  official  publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Num- 
ismatic Association.  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Mich- 
igan, £.DIT0P.  Hobert  J.Douchis,  Columbia,  ML, 
Director.  Subscription/Membership  for  6-bi-mon- 
thly issues  to  Volume  9t  donation  of  #10  or 
more.  Write:  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association, 
P.O.  Box  612,  Columbia,  MD  21045.  Editor's  add- 
ress: Frank  Passic,  90C  8.  Eaton  Bt.,  Albion, 
Michigan  The  LNA  is  a member  of  the 

American  Numismatic  Association  C-117903. 


TO  Bn  CONTINUED.. 


8.  ADS 


NEWS 


oALi:  Capital  rlastic 
com  holaerti  for  modern  Lith- 
'aa:uhn  co:*.ns  f-i-14,  with 
Cuteb  ar^d  denominations.  ,>20. 

i-itaufanian  r'nsbee,  yellow, 
-itn  red  and  white  Vytis  em- 
c..en.  v'+.OO 

dooK,  NepriKlausomos  nietu- 
voa  X iui^ai  (Independent  i-ith- 
vAor.ian  I'ioneyJ  by  Jonas  K. 

Karys,  195-5*  i»^0* 

Uooa , v-.yclopedia  of  -iiith- 

i^liClXSIflci  t.  XC  S I Uy  iJT*  • 

f>iexanuer  2a2kus,  1905*  ftl5* 
Museum  membership,  *25 
anxiuaiiy. 

iialzekas  Museuin  of  Lithuanian 
Culture,  6500  o.  PulasKi  ad., 

Cnicago,  111  60629* 

• • • 


Numismatic  dealer  Karl  Stephens  of  Temple  City,  California, 
nas  relea„'ed  a special  listing  of  medieval  Lithuanian  and  lolish 
coins,  containing  over  6OO  pieces.  Of  special  importance  to  Lith- 
uanian collectors  is  the  listing  of  a silver  Lenar  of  i-ithuania, 
Vilnius  i4int,  made  c.  1585  8y  Jogaila.  This  is  one  of  the  earl- 
iewt  Lithuaniain  coins  known  and  is  quite  rare. 

Stephens  has  reserved  copies  of  this  price  list  for  readers 
of  The  Knight.  Write:  Karl  Jtephens,  F.O.  Box  455,  Temple  City, 
California,  9178O.  Mention  T^  Knight  when  writing. 

The  Ausarius  exchange  has  scheduled  mail  sales  of  Baltic 
material  every  six  to  eight  weeks.  The  first  two  sales  wiil  close 
on  Leceraber  20,  1986,  and  January  31,  198?.  Included  in  each 
sale  will  be  philatelic,  numismatic,  and  historical  memoraailia 
from  Lithuania,  Latvia,  Lstonia,  Central  Lithuania,  Memel,  rost- 
gebiet  Cb.  Lst,  Ostland  and  Baltic  Judaica  for  all  stages  of  col- 
lectors and  price  ranges.  Free  lists  are  available  by  writing 
to:  Ausarius  exchange,  221  M^in  .ot.  , Bt.  Charles,  Illinois 

60174.  


nant/^ior  sale  ads  are 
to  non-commercial  LNk  members, 
nist  your  items  for  sale  here, 
where  they  will  go  to  a good 
"home"  ana  be  cherished  items 
by  Lithuanian  collectors. 

• • • 

wnljlnL:  1916  3 "Ost"  kopek 
from  "a"  mint  in  XF  or  better; 
view  postcards  of  Lithuania 
(pre  world  war  II),  and  back 
issues  of  The  Miight ; 2-5,  7, 
9-14,  16,  17,  20,  22,  and  35* 
J.k.  Greene,  33  Bearsden  koad, 
Atnol,  Mass.  01331 • 


ESTONIAN  MEDAL 

For  some  time  now,  this  editor  has  known  of  an  Bstcnian 
medal  in  the  collection  of  the  Balzekas  Museum  of  Lithuanian 
Culture  in  Chicago,  donor  unknown.  It  is  silver,  approximately 
50  mm.  in  diameter.  One  side  features  an  Estonian  woman  with 
her  cow,  and  rake.  The  other  side  features  a man  of  industry. 
Apparently  this  was  issued  for  some  sort  of  Industrial/Agricul- 
tural  exposition,  we  would  presume.  Do  any  of  our  members  have 
any  information  about  this  medal? 

The  obverse  inscription  reads:  "lloTI  lOLLUMiiiLoTh  3iLT3 
TaKTUB,"  while  the  reverse  states,  "HooLBUol  BBBT." 


FOa  oaLl:  5x7  photograph 
of  "new"  unreleased  500  Litq 
banKnote  of  192A,  designed  by 
Vilius  Jomantas,  Obverse  pnoto. 
*10.  Frau»k  rassic,  900  o. 
naton  at.,  Albion,  Mi.  49224. 
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